NOTI CE OF AMENDMENT

CERTI FI ED MAIL - RETURN RECEI PT REQUESTED

Septenber 8, 1993

M. Glnmer R Able
Executive Vice President
Tenneco Gas Pipeline Co.
P. 0. Box 2511

Houst on, TX 77252-2511

CPF No. 33108M
Dear M. Abl e:

On March 23-27, 1992, a representative of the Mnnesota Ofice of
Pi peline Safety, acting as an agent for the Central Region,
Ofice of Pipeline Safety (OPS), pursuant to Section 14(c) of the
Natural Gas Pipeline Safety Act, 49 U.S.C. app. 8§ 1671 et. seq.
(NGPSA), conducted an onsite pipeline safety inspection of Viking
Gas Transm ssion Co. facilities and records at Joliet, Illinois
and Cushi ng, M nnesot a.

As a result of the inspection, it appears that you have commtted
probabl e viol ati ons, as noted bel ow, of pipeline safety

regul ations, Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 192 and
Part 199. The itens inspected and the probable violations are:

1. § 192. 453 C(Ceneral.

Each operator is required to establish procedures to

i npl emrent the requirenents of Title 49, CF. R, Part 192,
Subpart |. 8 192.467(e) (a provision contained in Subpart
) requires that an insulating device may not be installed
in an area where a conbusti bl e atnosphere is anticipated
unl ess precautions are taken to prevent arcing.

The Bertha Metering Station is contained in an above ground
bui | di ng and contains an insulating device. In Audubon, a
bel ow ground vault contains an insulating device. Viking's



corrosion procedures did not contain procedures for
installing insulators |ocated in a conbustible environnment
and for precautions to prevent arcing.

8§ 192.615(a)(3)(ii)&iii) Enmergency plans.

Each operator shall establish witten procedures in
accordance with § 192.615(a) to mnimze the hazards
resulting froma gas pipeline energency. The procedures
nmust provide for pronpt and effective response to a notice
of each type of energency, including fire and expl osi ons

| ocated near or directly involving a pipeline facility, per
§ 192.615(a)(3).

Vi ki ng's Energency Operating Plan does not clearly denote
procedures specific to fires and expl osi ons occurring near
or involving a pipeline facility.

§ 199.7 Anti-drug Pl an.

8§ 199.7 requires that the witten anti-drug plan contain the
met hods and procedures for conpliance with all the
requirenents set forth in 49 CF. R Parts 199 and 40.

(a) 8§ 199.11(c) Drug tests required.

Each operator nust conduct randomtesting in accordance with
8§ 199.11(c). Randomtests nust be conducted expeditiously
So as to avoid a tainted test result. Wth this in mnd,
OPS interprets that a reasonable tinme to report for random
drug testing, after receiving notice to report, be limted
to time of travel fromthe work site to the collection site
plus 30 mnutes. These guidelines act to ensure an adequate
"random' test result and mnimze attenpts by drug abusing
enpl oyees to purge illegal drugs fromtheir bodies.

Vi king's procedures allow 24 hours to report for a random
drug test. This reporting time is considered excessive and
does not neet the requirenents established by OPS to

i mredi ately report to the urine specinen collection site,
allowing 30 mnutes in addition to travel tine fromthe work
site to the collection site.

(b) 8§ 199.17 Retention of sanples and retesting.

The definition of enployee in 8 40.3 includes an applicant
for enploynent. § 199.17(b) allows an enpl oyee who has
tested positive to request a retest within sixty (60) days
of the enployee's having received actual notice of the



positive test fromthe nedical review officer.

Viking's policies state that a person who is applying for
enpl oynment and who tests positive to a random drug test
shall not be hired and does not have the right to have

hi s/ her sanple retested. This policy does not conformwth
§ 199.17 and § 40. 3.

This letter serves to provide you with notice of the inadequate
procedures and the response options as prescribed under Section
13 of the NGPSA and § 190.237, Title 49 CF. R The operator is
allowed thirty (30) days after receipt of such notice to submt
witten cooments or request an informal hearing. After
considering the material presented, the Ofice of Pipeline Safety
is required to notify the operator of the required anendnent or
wi t hdraw the notice proposing the anendnent. |[|f you do not
desire to contest the notice, you nust prepare the appropriate
anendnents and provide a copy to the Director, Central Region,
within thirty (30) days of receipt of this notice.

The O fice of Pipeline Safety is aware that Tenneco has sold

Vi king Gas Transm ssion Co. to Northern States Power Co. (NSP)
OPS believes it is appropriate to notify Tenneco of this notice
of amendnent and that Tenneco review its existing operating and
mai nt enance manual s and anti-drug plan to determine if the
probabl e viol ations, as noted, exist for any of Tenneco's plans
and procedures which are still in effect. |If Tenneco were to
find i nstances of probable violations related to this notice,
then Tenneco is required to anmend its procedures accordingly.

In addition, OPS is notifying NSP of this notice of anmendnent.
OPS believes that if NSP has adopted Vi king' s operating and

mai nt enance manual s and/or Viking's anti-drug plan, then NSP is
required to amend those procedures pertaining to this notice.

Si ncerely,

| van A. Hunt oon
Director, Central Region
Ofice of Pipeline Safety

cc: M. Geg Pal ner



Vi ce President & General Manager
Nort hern States Power Conpany
825 Rice Street

St. Paul, MN 55117



